Ottery st Mary Church Burial policy

Ottery St Mary churchyard is closed for burials. The churchyard is open for the interment of
ashes (max 2 caskets per plot).

The following have a right to interment in a churchyard:
e those resident in the parish
e those whose names are on the church electoral roll
e those dyingin the parish

It is under the discretion of the incumbent as to whether to permit interment of those who
do not fall into the above categories.

As there is ample space in the churchyard for the interment of ashes the PCC has
determined that there shall be no reservation of interment plots.

It is highly desirable that the whole of a deceased person’s ashes are interred. Where ashes
are split families should provide the location of the remainder so it can be recorded in the
burial book, otherwise the burial record will simply record “partial interment”.

Memorial tablets

Due to an historical anomaly many memorial tablets in the churchyard do not meet
Diocesan regulations, being of white marble with raised lead lettering. A compromise
position has been agreed that where there is an existing tablet additional names can be
added in the same material. Where there is another family member with a marble and lead
tablet and the tablet is in close proximity to the new burial, the white marble and lead
combination may be used. Where there is a new grave and no family connection, the
memorial tablet must concur with Diocesan regulations.

Flowers

Flower holders are permitted adjacent to cremation markers and on burial headstones. No
artificial or silk flowers are allowed except for Remembrance Day poppies and traditional
Christmas wreaths, which must be removed after a period of not more than two months.
Any flowers not complying with the above rules may be removed by, or with the authority
of, the Parish Priest (or Archdeacon during a vacancy).

Bulbs may be planted in the soil of any grave, adjacent to the headstone.
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